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Integrating homoeopathy in cancer management 
The word cancer is the dread: that no one wants to be it as a diagnostic name of his or her suffering. But unfortunately in this present era we come across number of persons who have diagnosed as cancer patient.
These patients need accurate information about own suffering 
                                Caring support of family, friends and trusted healthcare professionals.
The cancer patient rarely comes to homoeopath to take treatment of his suffering.
Now a days, common approaches for cancer management are surgery, chemotherapy and radiation.
Radiotherapy i.e. radiation and chemotherapy used to shrink or destroy tumors, prevent the spread of cancer or lessen its likelihood of return and may be used in conjunction with surgery.
Radiotherapy kills cancer cells by targeting beams from a radiation machine at the cancer or by inserting small amount of radioactive material in or near the tumor.
Chemotherapy destroys cancer cells with chemicals that may be rubbed onto skin, injected into the body or swallowed as a medicine. 
Both damage the chromosomes of cells, restricting their ability to grow or reproduce.
It prevents the cancer cells to grow and divide rapidly.
In spite of all efforts to prevent or minimize the risk, radiotherapy and chemotherapy produce adverse reactions.
A common short term effect includes:
· Nausea and vomiting
· Fatigue
· Loss of appetite 
· Skin burning or pigmentation
A long term effect includes:
· Fibrosis- stiffening or hardening of exposed tissues
· Scarring of exposed skin
· Permanent dryness of eyes, mouth ,vaginal mucosa and sweat glands
· Heart disease –especially if radiation has involved chest
Because all rapidly dividing cells in the body are by affected treatment, not just the cancerous cells, some areas are particularly prone to unwanted damage.
This includes:
  Bowel cells, causing diarrhea
  Blood cells, increasing the risk of infection
  Hair follicles, leading to hair loss
  Cells that line the mouth, causing inflammation and ulceration
Here homoeopathy can integrate with allopathic treatment in management of cancer by treating the side effects of chemotherapy and radiotherapy. So patient can have better life. 
As homoeopathy based on concept of individualization, medicines must be prescribed according to the unique symptoms of the person rather than by the name of the condition or disease.
There are some repertories which gives medicines for such side effects
MURPHY’S REPERTORY 
 RADIATION, sickness, for side effects: CADM-S, calc-f, china, fl-ac, ip, nux-v, phos 
                                                                   Rad-br, SOL, x-ray
                                    Of radiation burns: calc-f, canth, fl-ac, phos, rad-br, sol, x-ray
CHEMOTHERAPY, treatment, for side effects of: CADM -S
COMPLETE REPERTORY 
Generals –ABUSE OF, poisoning with radiation therapy complaints, with subsequent 
                               Cadm-I, fl-ac, phos, rad-br, stront-c, x-ray 
Generals –ABUSE OF, poisoning with radiation therapy anaemia, with subsequent, and cachexia: phos
Stomach- ULCERS radiation treatment for acne, after: phos
Chest- CANCER mammae ulceration surgery, radiation, after: hippoz
Skin-INFLAMMATION radio –dermatitis: rad-br
 

There are supporting research and studies about how a homoeopathic medicine works in such conditions: 
Symptoms of radio dermatitis were relieved by homoeopathic medicines belladonna and x-ray. [3]
Apis mellifica, a homoeopathic remedy protected guinea pigs from radiation induced erythema [4]
Calendula officinalis ointment reduced the incidence of pain and dermatitis in woman receiving radiation for breast cancer [5] 
Other remedies which reduced the post radiation induced itching:  flouricum acidum, rhus tox. , causticum, ignatia, psorinum, kali bichromicum.
White mice given homoeopathic Ginseng and Ruta graveolens before and after radiation suffered less chromosomal damage than mice given only placebo. [6]
Cocculine, a complex of remedies (cocculus indicus, nux vomica, tabacum, and petroleum rectificatum) used for nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy treatment of breast cancer.[7]
Homoeopathic x ray was used to relieve radio dermatitis in those receiving radiation as part of their breast cancer treatment.[1]  
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